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Plenary Questions
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Plenary #1: Gendering the State

1. What does it mean to invoke the gender of the state? What methodological enclaves are over-determined within analysis of state formation, and what relationship (if any) do they have to a gendered state?  What topographies of subalternity are rendered visible in such relationships?

2. How might feminist and queer theory enable us to envision alternate forms of political community, beyond the logic of the state? How might they clarify the switch/slide between the domains of the subaltern and the popular?

Plenary #2: State and Space

Hannah Arendt described totalitarianism as an iron compression band that “destroys the space between men, removing that prerequisite of all freedom which is simply the capacity of motion which cannot exist without space”.  No less significant is her corresponding metaphor of the “desert” of tyranny, -- “still some kind of space (which) appears like a guarantee of freedom” (The Origins of Totalitarianism, p. 466).

1. What exactly is the nature of space occupied by the state? Is the space of the state the geographical territory, defined by political boundaries?  Does it consist of (as in the sum total of) the institutional spaces governed by the state? How historically specific is the relation between state and space? 

2.  How then may we imagine a space of resistance in relation to the state (inside or outside the state) that would allow us to think beyond the logic of bourgeois nationalism? What constitutes the materiality of such resistance?

Plenary #3: Law, Violence, Sovereignty

1. If we understand violence to be constitutive of state formation, what kind of relation between violence, law, and the popular fosters/deters processes of subalternization? 

2. Is there a plural form of sovereignty? What other forms of political community can we cite or imagine that recognize plural sovereignty? Could such a notion of sovereignty provide the possibility of a political that alters the relation between law and violence? 

Plenary #4: Statelessness
1.  What is the predicament of statelessness? How might we understand the problem of “belonging” in a condition of statelessness? How might statelessness be otherwise useful as an analytic category? Would it, for example, allow us to think of the popular without a relation to state formation?

2. Would conditions of statelessness, as in the Palestinian case, allow us to unhinge or clarify the relation between space and state? Are there historical instances of political community that might be helpful?  How might it help us to re-imagine the relation between capital, space, and state (i.e. other than the state as agency that enables the functioning of global capital)? 

